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Cambridge  food  bank 
benefits  from 
student  fundraiser 


By  PANE  BRASON 

Conestoga  students  held  a 
Cambridge  food  bank 
fundraiser  March  27  at  the 
Cambridge  Centre  as  part  of 
their  project  management 
class.  Their  goal  was  to  have 
500  pounds  of  food  donated 
for  the  Cambridge  Self-Help 
Food  Bank. 

"The  food  bank  was  really 
helpful  in  setting  up  our  dis- 
play for  the  day’s  event,”  said 
Cynthia  Ross,  a general  busi- 
ness student. 


“(Our  goal  was)  500  pounds 
because  there  are  500  regular 
users  of  the  food  bank  and  we 
figured  a pound  per  each  user 
was  a good  number,”  said 
John-Paul  Hulehnergard,  a 
first-year  mechanical  engi- 
neering student. 

The  Cambridge  Self-Help 
Food  Bank,  founded  in  1984, 
serves  the  City  of  Cambridge 
and  Township  of  North 
Dumfries.  Over  1,600  families 
are  helped  each  month  and  32 
community  organizations  are 
provided  with  food. 
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As  part  of  a year-end  project,  students  organized  a Cambridge 
food  bank  fundraiser.  Their  goal  was  to  raise  500  pounds  of  food. 


SAIGON  HOOKERS  better  than  a case  of  beer 


PHOTO  BY  NICOLE  HANNUSCH 

Mikey  Lion  of  the  Toronto  band.  Lion  Ride,  Joined  Saigon  Hookers’  frontman  Tommy  Smokes  during  their 
set  at  the  Circus  Room  on  March  19.  The  Saigon  Hookers  are  wrapping  things  up  in  the  studio  where 
they  are  working  on  their  new  album,  Truth,  No  Reason.  For  story  and  more  photos  see  Pages  8 and  9. 


New  F-wing  to  include  student  ‘touch-down’  zone 


By  MITCH  MUIR 

We  still  don’t  have  as  many  wings  as 
Humber  or  Fanshawe,  but  our  cam- 
pus is  gaining  on  those  pesky  hawks 
and  falcons. 

On  March  23,  representatives  from 
Stantec  Architecture  unveiled  the 
plans  for  the  new  F-wing. 

"This  is  kind  of  a cool  project,”  said 
Marlene  Raasok,  executive  dean  of 
the  School  of  Health  and  Life 
Sciences.  "Not  just  because  it’s  ours, 
but  because  of  the  way  it’s  been 
designed.” 

“A  year  ago  this  week,  we  hadn’t  yet 
submitted  the  proposal  to  the  federal 
government,”  said  Raasok.  “It  went  on 
March  30,  it  was  due  on  the  31st.” 

Based  on  this  Raasok  believes  it  is 
terrific  that  work  is  underway  less 
than  a year  later. 

“Architects  joined  us  in  September, 
we  finished  the  space  planning  and 
began  the  translation  of  the  spaces 
into  design  (in)  September  and 
October,”  said  Raasok. 

The  general  contractor  contract  is 
now  out  for  tender,  which  means  most 
of  the  big  decisions  have  already  been 
made. 

“We  don’t  want  to  make  any  more,” 
said  Raasok  with  a smile. 
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Marlene  Raasok,  executive  dean  of  the 
School  of  Health  and  Life  Sciences,  was 
honoured  with  a cake  for  her  commit- 
ment to  the  F-wing  project  by  her  facuity 
and  the  Stantec  architects. 

Stephen  Phillips,  senior  principal, 
and  Dathe  Wong,  senior  associate,  for 
Stantec,  were  the  two  representatives 
who  unveiled  the  designs  to  students 
and  faculty  in  the  blue  room. 


“This  is  not  solely  our  design,”  said 
Phillips.  “This  has  been  a very  inter- 
active process  with  everyone  here. 
Marlene  and  her  group  have  spent 
hours  and  hours,  including  week- 
ends, figuring  out  with  us  how  to  do 
this.” 

Due  to  the  effort  being  put  forth, 
both  sides  believe  they’ve  come  up 
with  something  that  is  quite  excep- 
tional. 

The  new  design  will  incorporate  new 
classrooms  for  students  in  the  health 
and  life  sciences  programs,  including 
nursing,  police  foundations  and  law 
and  security  administration.  There 
will  be  an  agora,  where  students  can 
sit  quietly  and  study  or  chat  with 
other  students,  as  well  as  a new 
70,000-square-foot  simulation  lab  for 
the  police  programs.  The  new  lab  will 
be  the  largest  in  the  world  when  fin- 
ished. 

The  agora  will  be  a multi-purpose 
room.  It  will  be  a “double-height 
space,”  meaning  it  will  take  up  two 
storeys  the  same  way  the  atrium  is 
set  up.  It  will  include  “the  simulated 
security  entry  desk,  a kiosk  cafe,  a 
student  ‘touch-down’  zone,  and  vari- 
ous different  areas  that  (make  it)  a 
multi-purpose  space  where  you’ll  have 
soft  seating  or  presentations  or  study 


lounge,”  said  Wong.  “It’s  a space  that’s 
meant  to  accommodate  all  of  those  at 
various  different  times.” 

As  you  move  down  what  they  termed 
as  the  “active  streetscape,”  which  is  a 
hallway  connecting  the  entire  wing  on 
the  bottom  floor,  there  will  be  group 
workrooms,  multimedia  rooms  and 
the  simulation  rooms. 

The  differences  between  the  simula- 
tion suites  already  being  used  and  the 
planned  suites  in  the  new  wing  are 
key. 

“We  have  six  of  them  here  (in  the  F- 
wing).  We  have  debriefing  rooms  that 
are  associated  with  all  of  the  rooms,” 
said  Wong. 

He  said  the  suites  will  have  the  lat- 
est teaching  technology.  One  of  those 
suites  will  be  an  “open  access  suite.” 

“The  open-access  suite  was  really 
seen  as  a place  where  all  of  these  dis- 
ciplines could  go  and  practise  what 
they  do,  but  actually  do  it  all  in  one 
room,”  said  Wong.  “This  is  to  further 
emphasize  this  inter-disciplinary  idea 
where  you  would  actually  be  practis- 
ing alongside  somebody  who  poten- 
tially you’ve  never  shared  classes 
with.” 

The  wing  will  be  three  storeys  in 
height  and  is  planned  to  be  open  for 
classes  September  2011. 
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Now  deep  thoughts 
...  with  Conestoga  College 

Random  questions  answered  by  random  students 

If  you  had  to  live  out  the  rest  of  your 
life  In  a Disney  movie,  which  would  it 
be  and  why? 


“Aladdin.  First  there’s 
magic,  then  treasure, 
adventure,  it’s  warm 
and  there’s  scantily-clad 
princesses.” 

Ian  Doyle, 

second-year 
broadcast  journalism 


“Pirates  of  the  Caribbean, 
to  chill  with  Jack  Sparrow 
and  have  crazy  adventures 
in  the  sea.” 


Mike  Cormier, 

second-year 
broadcast  journalism 


“The  Lion  King  because  it’s 

in  Africa.” 


Chelsea  Turvey, 

first-year 

pre-health 


“Peter  Pan  because  I loved 
that  movie  as  a kid.” 


Jessica  Vink, 

second-year 
business  management 
studies 


“Beauty  and  the  Beast 
because  the  beast  is  hot,  I 
get  to  live  in  a castle  and  all 
the  dishes  talk  to  me.” 


Brittany  Jerse, 

first  year 
pre-health 


“Pirates  of  the  Caribbean. 
Johnny  Depp?  Living  with 
him?  Not  bad  at  all.” 

Kelli  Shanek, 

second-year 
business  management 
studies 


Smile  Conestoga,  you  could  be  our  next  respondent! 


Job  fair  best  one  yet 
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Students  crowded  around  this  business’s  booth  at  the  college's  job 
fair  March  24  to  get  information  on  possible  employment. 


By  STACEY  FALCONER 

; Employers  from  across 
^ Ontario  gathered  in 
Conestoga  College’s  recre- 
ation centre  March  24  in 
hopes  of  finding  new  employ- 
' ees.  The  job  fair  featured 
j companies  big  and  small  and 
' even  some  charities  such  as 
the  Canadian  Red  Cross. 

“Students  have  been  good 
and  polite,”  said  Marlene 
i Przykling,  from  Arvato 
i Digital  Services  Canada 
^ Inc.’s  human  resources 
department.  “I  have  definite- 
ly noticed  most  people  are 
I interested  in  IT  positions, 
j which  is  good  because  it  is  a 
j digital  service.  On  resumes  I 
I like  to  see  education  at  the 
top  and  current,  most  rele- 
vant work  experience  first.” 

If  you  are  looking  for  a sum- 
mer job,  compile  a Hst  of  com- 
panies or  positions  you  want  to 
apply  for  and  tailor  a resume  to 
each.  Employers  also  become 
more  interested  if  students 
take  the  time  to  customize 
their  cover  letters.  Generic 
ones  are  not  advised. 

“It’s  better  to  do  25  cus- 
tomized cover  letters  — you 
will  get  more  responses  if 
' you  tailor  your  resumes  and 
cover  letters  to  the  company 
you  want  to  apply  to,”  said 
! Dan  Gignac,  human 
resources  generalist  for 


Aecon  Construction.  “Know 
what  your  skills  are,  too.  Do 
not  go  to  a company  just  to 
learn  from  them.” 

When  students  are  tailor- 
ing their  documents,  they 
should  find  information  that 
will  put  them  ahead  of  the 
competition,  such  as  a com- 
pany statement.  By 
researching  the  company 
you  want  to  get  a job  with, 
you  will  know  specifically 
what  to  include  on  a resume. 

Employers  said  they  are 
looking  for  any  sort  of  cus- 
tomer or  interpersonal  skills 
which  make  students  more 


marketable. 

Any  type  of  post-secondary 
education  and  hands-on 
skills  should  be  at  the  top  of 
a resume.  Be  sure  to  include 
all  past  work  experience.  If 
employers  see  a teller  or  call 
agency  job  on  your  resume, 
they  will  know  you  have 
good  soft  skills. 

“We  are  looking  for  personal 
support  workers,”  said  Wendy 
Brocklebank,  recruitment  and 
training  supervisor  for  the 
Red  Cross.  She  said  she’s 
received  a lot  of  good  resumes. 
“This  has  been  the  best  job 
fair  yet  to  date  for  us.” 


Tuition  cap  not  long  enough 


By  LISA  BUCHER 

I 

[ In  their  budget,  the  Ontario 
government  announced  that 
they  will  extend  the  five  per 
cent  per  year  cap  on  increases 
on  university  and  college 
i tuition  for  the  next  two  years. 

! When  asked  if  this  was  long 
enough,  this  is  how  students  of 
Conestoga  College  responded. 

“Two  years  isn’t  very  long,” 
said  Sabrina  Mysicka,  a first- 
year  police  foundations  stu- 
dent. “I  am  in  a two-year  pro- 
gram so  that  is  long  enough 
i for  me,  I guess.  I want  to  go  to 
university  after.  I want  to 
take  a criminology  degree, 
which  would  be  probably  four 
years.  I went  to  university 
before  I came  here,  but  it  was 
so  much  money,  I couldn’t 


handle  it.  So  I decided  to 
come  to  college  instead.  Right 
now  I work  to  pay  for  college, 
but  I will  have  to  get  loans  if  I 
go  to  university.” 

“I  don’t  think  it’s  long 
enough,”  said  Ashley  Ardinall, 
a first-year  design  communi- 
cation fundamentals  student. 
“I  don’t  think  it’s  right.  People 
have  enough  trouble  trying  to 
get  the  money  for  tuition.  Is  it 
fair  to  pay  so  much  money  to 
get  into  a school  when  we  are 
accustomed  to  public  educa- 
tion? I think  it  should  be  more 
of  a tax  and  we  should  all  pay 
to  have  everyone  get  an  edu- 
cation.” 

“A  two-year  cap  isn’t  long 
enough”  said  Edward  Her,  a 
first-year  police  foundations 
student.  “Most  students  can’t 


afford  tuition.  That  is  why  a 
lot  of  kids  are  coming  to  col- 
lege now,  they  can’t  afford 
university.” 

Karalee  Small,  a third-year 
business  management  stu- 
dent, said,  “No,  I don’t  think 
it  is  long  enough.  Why  only 
two  years,  why  can’t  they 
expand  it  longer?” 

Ashley  Willard,  a first-year 
health  office  administration 
student,  said,  “No,  I think 
some  students  need  lower 
tuition.  I think  for  some  pro- 
grams it  is  a little  too  high.” 

Alyssa  Straatman,  a second- 
year  BSCN  nursing  student, 
said,  “No,  if  they  are  wanting 
people  to  become  more  educat- 
ed you  can’t  keep  raising  the 
cost  of  tuition.  People  aren’t 
going  to  be  able  to  afford  it.” 
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More  than  your  average  online  game 


By  MITCH  MUIR 


Somewhere  in  the  Czech 
Republic,  a man  is  dreaming. 
Not  of  millions  of  dollars,  or  a 
new  car,  or  even  a three- 
storey  house.  No,  this  man  is 
dreaming  of  what  people  can 
do  with  their  online  sports 
teams  and  how  he  can  help 
them  get  there. 

Ivan  Krechnak,  creator  of 
powerplaymanager.com, 
played  many  online  sports 
games  before  starting  this 
one. 

"The  first  one  I played  was 
MI  FA.  I was  helping  the  cre- 
ators there  a little  bit,”  said 
Krechnak  in  an  interview 
with  Powerplay  Magazine.  "I 
helped  in  a similar  way  the 
testers  are  helping  us  here, 
even  though  they  didn’t  have 
testers  per  se.” 

He  found  a man  who  went 
by  the  same  nickname  as  a 
former  elementary  school 
friend. 

“I  asked  him  if  it  was  him, 
and  it  was.  We  hadn’t  met  for 
some  10  years.  He  told  me  he 
had  been  working  on  his  own 
project  related  to  hockey  and 
asked  me  if  I could  help  him.” 

The  project  he’s  referring  to 
was  called  Hockey  Arena. 
They  started  with  about  200 
users  for  the  game,  and  quick- 
ly managed  to  get  up  to 
30,000. 

“Back  then  it  was  a huge 
success.  When  the  project 
reached  these  heights  and  the 
game  was  becoming  success- 
ful, conflicts  began  to  arise 
and  I took  it  really  hard,”  said 
Krechnak.  “People  demanded 
new  things,  and  I couldn’t 
influence  the  development 
directly.” 

There  was  no  sense  in 
Krechnak  continuing  on  in 
that  fashion.  He  soon  decided 
to  break  away  and  use  his 
experience  to  start  something 
of  his  own. 

“My  friend  Maxo  (Juraj 
Maxian)  has  a good  head  for 
math  and  he’s  also  a veteran 
of  many  manager  games.  He 
agreed  to  start  a project  with 
me,”  said  Krechnak. 

He  also  needed  a good  pro- 
gram writer. 

When  he  worked  for  Hockey 
Arena,  he  knew  somebody  by 
the  screen  name  Gioel 
(Vladimir  Supik),  “whom  I 
considered  to  be  the  right  per- 
son for  us.  I contacted  him 
and  he  agreed  and  so  we 
started  working  on  the  power- 
play  manager  project.” 

Powerplaymanager.com  is 
an  online  hockey  manager 
game.  You  can  sign  players, 
send  them  to  the  free  agent 
market,  adjust  your  lines  and 
tactics  and  improve  your 
arena,  medical  centre  and 
scouting,  right  down  to  custo- 


_ , PHOTO  BY  MITCH  MUIR 

Powerplaymanager.com  is  an  online  hockey  manager  game.  You  can  take  time  at  home  or  at  a 
friend  s house  to  check  your  teams.  You  can  also  check  on  the  team  during  schooi  or  work,  but  be 
sure  to  minimize  the  page  before  the  boss  or  teacher  sees. 


dial  services,  among  other 
things.  At  the  start,  you’re 
given  $2  million  and  enough 
players  to  fill  four  lines.  If  you 
want  to  expand  on  that,  you 
need  to  buy  the  pro  pack, 
which  allows  you  to  analyze 
the  other  teams’  tactics,  put 
numbers  on  your  players’  jer- 
seys, make  your  own  jersey 
and  send  game  invitations  up 
to  120  days  in  advance. 

Krechnak  knows  without 
the  pro  pack  owners,  the  proj- 
ect wouldn’t  be  feasible. 

“If  it  wasn’t  for  them,  we’d 
have  folded  a long  time  ago,” 
he  said.  “We  appreciate  their 
support  a lot.  The  first  (few) 
years  we  were  funding  every- 
thing ourselves  and  overall  it 
was  a lot  of  money.” 

Today  the  company  has  six 
fuU-time  employees.  One  of 
them  is  Vlady  Danis. 

Danis  became  a part  of  the 
company  six  months  after  the 
project  went  online. 

“1  joined  on  October  8,  2007, 
and,  as  1 have  mentioned,  1 
got  involved  straight  from  the 
start,”  said  Danis.  “I  saw  an 
announcement  that  they 
needed  a translator,  so  I vol- 
unteered. At  first  I was  a reg- 
ular translator,  but  I quickly 

proved  myself  and  gradually 

got  more  and  more  responsi- 
bilities.” 

Krechnak  also  has  the 
responsibility  of  looking  at 
changes  to  be  made  if  the 
users  are  unhappy,  a role  he 
said  isn’t  as  easy  as  some  peo- 
ple think. 

“Many  people  think  that 
everything  is  so  easy,  and 
they  don’t  know  the  circum- 
stances,” he  said.  “On  the 
other  hand,  these  complain- 
ers  often  help  us  to  find  errors 
which  we  otherwise  wouldn’t 
have  found.  That  is  very 
important,  and  in  a way.  I’m 
very  thankful  for  that. 
However,  those  who  are  com- 
plaining about  pro  packs  are 
just  getting  on  my  nerves.” 

Users  are  not  forced  to  buy 
the  pro  pack,  but  Krechnak 
wants  everyone  to  under- 
stand that  “we  have  to  attract 
people  to  buy  pro  packs. 
Otherwise,  this  project 
wouldn’t  be  able  to  survive 
and  they  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
play  at  all.” 

Though  the  numbers  vary 
by  country,  approximately 
nine  per  cent  of  users  own  the 
pro  pack. 

The  two  best  countries  per- 
centage-wise are  Switzerland 
and  Norway.  Eventually  he’d 
like  to  see  about  15  to  20  per 
cent  of  users  with  a pro  pack. 

All  players  have  an  account, 
where  they  keep  track  of  their 
teams’  statistics.  They  can 
watch  their  team’s  ascent  or 
descent  through  the  stand- 
ings in  the  various  leagues. 


how  many  goals  have  been 
scored  for  and  against  their 
team,  all  of  their  players’ 

g'oals,  assists,  penalties,  shots 

on  goal  and  shot  percentage. 
Each  week  all-stars  of  the 
week  are  named  based  on  the 
statistics  compiled  by  differ- 
ent players. 

Money  is  also  awarded  to 
teams  if  players  have  high 
stats,  such  as  goals,  assists, 
points  and  goals  against  aver- 
age for  goalies. 

The  team  is  also  awarded 
money  based  on  where  they 
finish  in  the  regular  season 
and  playoffs. 

The  pro  pack  allows  players 
to  do  much  more  than  that.  If 
you  purchase  it,  you  will  be 
able  to  see  exactly  what  the 
other  team  is  doing  in  terms 
of  what  tactics  they’re  about 
to  play  against  your  team  and 
how  often  they’ve  played 
those  tactics.  You  can  also 
nickname  your  players,  paint 
your  ice  rink  and  much  more. 

Every  team  with  or  without 
a pro  pack  is  now  seven 
games  into  the  fourth  season. 

There  are  many  different 
levels  you  can  play. 

It  ranges  from  your  stan- 
dard league  team  to  playing 
with  your  team  in  the 
National  Cup  League,  all  the 
way  to  international  games 
against  other  countries. 

Team  Canada  assistant  cap- 
tain Scott  VanBommel,  a 
Guelph  resident,  led  his 
Guelph  Gryphons  to  the  top  of 
league  II. 2 in  season  three. 
His  team  is  now  in  league  I.l 
in  Canada,  the  biggest  and 
best  league  in  the  country. 

“I  became  involved  with 


ppm.  Like  many  other  people, 
via  Google,”  said 

VanBommel,  who  is  the  assis- 
tant captain  under  Paul 
Bisanti  of  Waterloo,  who  runs 
Bizan  HC  on  Powerplay.  “I 
have  played  offline  soccer 
manager  games  over  the  past 
few  years,  but  I am  clearly  a 
hockey  fan  at  heart.” 

He  also  looked  at  other 
sites. 

“I’ve  looked  at  a few  others, 
but  I have  to  admit,  it  didn’t 
take  long  for  me  to  become  a 
self-proclaimed  addict  of 
ppm.” 

He  signed  up  at  the  end  of 
March  2009.  He  said  at  first  it 
was  overwhelming  because 
they  were  still  in  the  testing 
stages,  but  he  quickly  got 
hooked  once  everything  began 
to  smooth  out. 

“I  got  to  know  the  game 
much  better  and  slowly  got 
hooked,”  said  VanBommel. 
“Now  I check  it  as  frequently 
if  not  more  than  my  email.” 

Despite  being  second  in 
command,  it  takes  very  little 
time  to  do  the  job. 

‘The  beauty  of  ppm  is  the 
fact  it  can  take  up  as  little  or 
as  much  time  as  you  want,” 
said  VanBommel.  “You  can 
check  on  it  weekly  if  you  wish, 
(but)  to  have  the  best  impact 
on  your  team,  one  should 
check  it  at  least  daily  or  bi- 
daily.” 

He  tends  to  spend  a few 
hours  a day  on  the  site. 

“None  devoted  exclusively, 
of  course,  but  just  check 
things  every  now  and  again. 
Set  my  lines,  manage  my 
practices  and  finances  and  aU 
that  kind  of  stuff,”  said 


VanBommel. 

Of  course,  with  people  log- 
ging on  to  check  their  teams 
and  the  rapid  expansion  of 
the  game,  servers  have  been 
constantly  overloaded. 

“Every  day  new  managers 
sign  up,”  said  VanBommel. 
“The  increased  load  on  the 
servers  has  been  so  drastic 
and  so  quick  that  they  had  to 
purchase  several  new  servers 
to  accommodate  the  load. 
Given  the  economy  right  now, 
this  was  a big  decision  but 
they  did  not  want  to  sacrifice 
any  part  of  the  game  and 
made  the  investment. 

In  a few  weeks  time  the 
transition  should  be  complete 
and  everyone  can  reap  the 
benefits.” 

Krechnak  has  kept  his  eye 
on  the  economy  just  like 
everyone  else. 

“I  wish  for  the  sake  of  ppm 
that  the  economic  crisis 
would  end  and  that  the  com- 
panies would  start  buying  ads 
on  websites  as  it  was  before,” 
he  said.  “That  would  bring  us 
money  and  eventually  it 
would  lead  to  faster  develop- 
ment of  other  sports  and  also 
we  could  give  a lot  of  things 
from  the  pro  pack  to  all 
users.” 

Provided  the  site  doesn’t 
have  a huge  issue  crop  up,  it 
should  survive,  based  on  the 
rate  at  which  it’s  expanding. 
You  can  register  a team  by 
going  to  www.powerplayman- 
ager.com. 

For  the  future,  look  for  the 
addition  of  soccer,  baseball, 
volleyball,  triathlon,  racing, 
tennis,  basketball  and  hand- 
baU. 
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Canada’s  deficit 
no  big  deal 

BY  CHRIS  BAH 


With  the  doom  and  gloom  surrounding  Canada’s  fed- 
eral deficit,  one  might  think  the  country  is  in  for  some 
serious  trouble. 

In  last  month’s  budget,  the  Conservative  government 
projected  a deficit  of  $53.8  billion.  The  government 
expects  to  cut  that  in  half  within  two  years,  with  bal- 
anced budgets  expected  in  five  years’  time.  Liberal  and 
NDP  leaders  quickly  pounced  on  this  deficit,  worr3dng 
about  Canada’s  future.  With  a massive  debtload,  an 
aging  population  and  soaring  health-care  costs,  Canada 
appears  to  be  in  serious  trouble. 

However,  when  compared  with  other  nations,  Canada 
is  doing  pretty  well.  Canada’s  debt-to-GDP  (gross  domes- 
tic product)  ratio  is  the  lowest  among  G7  countries, 
remaining  near  30  per  cent.  This  means  that  Canada 
wUl  have  about  $30  of  debt  for  every  $100  of  GDP. 

In  the  U.S.,  the  projected  budget  deficit  for  2010  is  esti- 
mated at  $1.6  trillion.  National  debt  is  estimated  at 
$14.3  trillion,  creating  a debt-to-GDP  ratio  of  98  per  cent. 
In  Japan,  debt  is  an  even  bigger  problem,  as  the  country 
has  a ratio  of  over  190  per  cent.  For  every  $100  of  GDP 
created  in  Japan,  the  nation  owes  more  than  $190. 

The  strengthening  Canadian  economy,  combined  with 
rising  energy  costs,  has  driven  the  Canadian  doUar  to 
record  levels.  With  energy  prices  on  the  rise,  the 
Canadian  economy  will  continue  to  grow,  as  development 
of  the  Athabasca  Oil  Sands  in  Alberta  continues. 

Although  criticized  for  their  environmental  impact  due  to 
processing  methods,  these  oil  sands  are  massive,  and  cen- 
tral to  the  economy  of  Alberta.  With  these  sands  taken 
into  account,  Canada  has  the  second-largest  oil  reserves 
behind  only  Saudi  Arabia,  and  is  one  of  the  few  industri- 
alized nations  to  produce  more  oil  than  it  consumes. 

Canada’s  natural  resources,  combined  with  a strong 
industrial  base  in  southern  Ontario  and  Quebec,  ensure 
that  Canada’s  economy  will  continue  to  strengthen  over 
the  coming  years.  Despite  the  government’s  use  of 
deficits  to  kick-start  the  economy,  Canada  has  the  abili- 
ty and  the  will  to  reduce  its  debt  in  the  coming  years. 

Despite  debt  worries  in  the  U.S.  and  European  Union, 
Canada’s  problem  is  marginal  at  best,  and  with  recov- 
ery continuing,  debt  issues  will  quickly  fade  away. 

The  views  herein  represent  the  position  of  the  newspa- 
per, not  necessarily  the  author. 
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This  nation's  problems  are  marginal  when  compared  with  other  countries. 


Students  take  a lot  of  abuse  riding  the  bus 


In  spite  of  or  perhaps 
because  of  their  enormous 
population  in  Waterloo 
Region,  students  often  don’t 
get  a whole  lot  of  respect. 

There  is  a widespread  feel- 
ing that  young  people  invade 
the  tri-cities  to  attend  college 
or  university  in  the  fall, 
cause  a ruckus  for  eight 
months  and  then  vanish  at 
the  end  of  April  leaving  piles 
of  empty  beer  bottles,  stained 
mattresses  and  other 
garbage  in  their  wake.  Many 
businesses  and  individuals  in 
the  community  treat  stu- 
dents like  second-class  citi- 
zens and  nowhere  is  this 
more  evident  than  while 
travelling  on  Grand  River 
Transit. 

Sharing  public  transit  hor- 
ror stories  is  a common  activ- 
ity for  those  students  who 
use  the  bus  system  as  their 
primary  form  of  transporta- 
tion for  getting  to  and  from 
school  on  a daily  basis. 

They  tell  stories  of  bus 
drivers  leaving  people  behind 
at  stops  in  freezing  weather 
because  those  already  on 
board  were  not  moving  back 
fast  enough  to  accommodate 
more  passengers.  Students 
have  been  threatened  with 
being  removed  by  security 


after  innocently  asking  the 
driver  why  a student  who 
had  arrived  just  as  the  vehi- 
cle pulled  away  from  the 
curb  was  not  allowed  on  or 
being  told  to  “shut  up”  when 
trying  to  make  themselves 
heard  by  a friend  over  the 
din  of  a rush  hour  crowd. 

It  is  quite  common  to  see  a 
backpack-laden  young  person 
waving  frantically  while 
making  a desperate  dash  to 
catch  a bus  only  to  have  the 
driver  wave  back  mockingly 
as  he  drives  away. 

There  are,  of  course,  many 
drivers  that  do  treat  young 
people  with  the  same  level  of 
respect  that  they  give  every- 
one else. 

When  a driver  waits  at  a 
stop  for  a few  moments  so  a 
running  commuter  can  make 
it  aboard  and  then  makes  a 
friendly  comment  about 
“lousy  Monday  mornings,” 
their  act  of  compassion  is 
met  with  immense  gratitude 


from  the  relieved  student. 
Unfortunately,  these  inci- 
dents are  rare  enough  to 
warrant  being  made  note  of. 

Students  pay  GRT  a lot  of 
money  to  use  the  buses  dur- 
ing their  school  year  but  they 
don’t  seem  to  get  much  cus- 
tomer service  for  their 
investment.  Operators  have 
been  seen  with  one  earbud  in 
listening  to  music  and  tex- 
ting at  the  same  time  that 
they  are  driving  the  bus. 
Other  drivers  have  enjoyed 
their  cigarette  break  just 
outside  the  doors  of  the  bus, 
thus  allowing  their  smoke  to 
waft  back  into  the  vehicle. 
Since  the  windows  no  longer 
open  passengers  are  trapped 
inhaling  second-hand  smoke. 

When  boarding  any  of  the 
local  buses,  passengers  are 
immediately  greeted  by  large 
signs  requesting  that  opera- 
tors be  treated  with  respect 
by  those  using  the  service 
they  provide.  There’s  an 
expression  that  says  that  you 
will  receive  respect  only  after 
you  give  it  first.  GRT  has  to 
realize  that  treating  their 
biggest  customers  less  hke  a 
nuisance  and  with  more  con- 
sideration would  go  a long 
way  to  improving  the  rela- 
tionship for  both  sides. 
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Battle  of  the  Bands  rocks  Conestoga 


The  Sanctuary  was  rocking 
with  the  Battle  of  the  Bands 
competition  on  March  24.  Six 
bands  took  the  stage  and  gave 
it  their  all  for  around  50  audi- 
ence members,  including  the 
other  bands. 

The  judges  were  all  business 
partners  at  Live  Music 
Bookings,  a booking  agency  in 
southern  Ontario.  Nathan 
Cortes,  Devon  McKenzie  and 
Graeme  Demster  scored  each 
performance  with  criteria 
determined  by  CSI,  including 
originality  and  stage  presence. 

Tara  Herriot,  event  co-ordi- 
nator for  Conestoga  Students 
Inc.,  was  admittedly  nervous 
just  before  the  show  got 
underway. 

“What  if  no  one  comes,  what 
if  it  goes  past  midnight,” 
Herriot  said.  “I  am  a perfec- 
tionist and  it  is  hard  to  let 
things  go.” 

Ravenshade  was  first  to 
warm  up  the  stage,  playing 
hard,  heavy  and  tight.  Lead 
singer,  and  first-year  radio 
broadcast  student,  James 
Scott,  thumped  the  bass  beat 
and  whipped  his  long  hair 
about  for  their  last  of  three 
songs. 

The  Anything  Toy,  whose 


first  show  was  the  competition, 
has  been  together  for  a year. 
Their  last  song  was  an  interac- 
tive number,  enticing  "Heys” 
on  the  beat  of  the  music.  The 
exuberant  lead  singer,  Freddy 
Hayes,  played  a bongo  and  fin- 
ished the  set  with  a table  high- 
five  with  friends  sitting  in 
front  of  the  stage. 


What  if  no  one 
conies,  what  if  it  goes 
past  midnight? 
-Tara  Herriot 


Comprised  of  three 
Conestoga  students.  From 
East  to  Exit  has  been  togeth- 
er for  two  years.  The  group 
consists  of  lead  singer  and 
first-year  journalism  print 
student,  Jon  Charles,  bass 
player  and  first-year  general 
arts  student.  Brad  Piper,  and 
third-year  computer  pro- 
gramming student  Jamie 
Anderson,  on  drums.  The  trio 
has  performed  at  Maxwell’s 
Music  House  in  Waterloo 
twice. 

Syd  Page  was  next  to  take 
the  stage,  but  not  before  lead 


singer  and  frenzy-fingered 
guitarist,  Jim  Niemela,  doffed 
his  shoes  to  perform  in  socks. 

“I  just  think  it’s  polite,” 
Niemela  said.  He  added  that 
when  in  his  home  or  anyone 
else’s,  he  would  take  his  shoes 
off. 

Champagne  Social  Club, 
officially  a band  for  just  a few 
months,  was  the  winner  of 
the  competition,  snagging  the 
opportunity  to  compete  in  the 
Campus  Music  Explosion  on 
March  26  at  the  University  of 
Windsor. 

The  fortunate  foursome  also 
get  to  open  the  Outback 
Camping  Music  Festival  held 
at  Port  Burwell  near  London, 
Ont.  this  summer  from  May 
21  to  24. 

“We  like  to  book  all  genres 
of  music,”  Cortes  said 
between  sets  at  the  competi- 
tion. 

Through  both  sets  the 
Champagne  Social  Club  per- 
formed, their  bass  player, 
Campbell,  was  seated  on 
stage  because  of  a full  leg 
cast.  Just  five  weeks  ago  he 
had  ACL  reconstructive  sur- 
gery on  his  right  knee,  not 
that  it  would  have  kept  him 
from  performing. 

“This  is  great,”  he  said  as  he 
hobbled  to  the  stage. 


PHOTO  BY  ALEX  COOKE 

First-year  broadcast  radio  student,  James  Scott,  thumps  out  the 
base  line  for  band,  Ravenshade.  The  band  played  for  a crowd  of 
around  50  in  the  Sanctuary  March  24. 
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Champagne  Social  Club,  left  to  right.  Will  Abell,  Nick  Densmore, 
Dave  Campbell  and  Dan  Bossenberry,  were  the  winners  of 
Conestoga  College’s  Battle  of  the  Bands.  


') 


GROCERY 
SHOPPING? 


Generousiyi 
your  groceries 

-April  13-14 

Door  3 


d cash  donations  accepted 


email  rdeane-cc@conestogac.on.ca 
for  more  information 


I7 

Food  Bank 

OF  WATIRLOO  REGION 
Sharing  with  my  community. 

Every  day. 


COUNSELLOR’S  CORNER:  A Healthy 
Lifestyle 

The  pressures  of  school  can  easily  cause  students  to  lose  the  balance 
between  taking  care  of  themselves  and  the  need  to  put  their  best 
efforts  into  succeeding  academically. 

School,  part-time  jobs,  family  and  relationships  all  make  demands  on  us 
which  can  cause  stress  and  stress-related  illnesses.  But  there  are  ways 
to  maintain  our  health  and  keep  an  equilibrium  between  competing 
demands  on  our  time  and  energy.  Scheduling  in  time  for  self-care  may 
mean  reserving  several  hours  a week  for  a fitness  activity  we  enjoy. 
We  need  friends  we  can  talk  to  about  personal  matters  and  daily  life, 
and  people  to  just  "hang  out"  with  and  do  something  purely  for  fun.  We 
need  to  feel  comfortable  In  being  alone,  with  time  for  relaxation  and 
quiet  reflection. 

Getting  eight  hours  of  sleep  nightly,  eating  at  least  one  hot,  balanced 
meal  daily,  maintaining  appropriate  body  weight  and  monitoring  our  use 
of  alcohol,  caffeine  and  tobacco  are  choices  that  will  help  us  live  longer 
and  prevent  Illness. 

Living  a healthy  lifestyle  will  also  help  now,  by  boosting  concentration, 
memory  and  stamina.  Having  a balanced,  healthy  lifestyle  helps  us  feel 
more  relaxed,  in  control  of  the  present  and  our  future  direction. 

/4  Message  from  Counsell inq  Services,  lAlOl. 
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It’s  a long 

Jeff  Skinner  is  balancing 
the  OHL  playoffs,  high  school 
and  the  pursuit  of  the  NHL 


By  GREG  COWAN 

Many  young  boys  want  to 
grow  up  and  be  professional 
hockey  players.  Then,  we 
reach  high  school  and  would 
settle  for  just  being  million- 
aires. 

Eastwood  Collegiate’s  Jeff 
Skinner  will  probably  accom- 
phsh  both  hy  the  time  he  can 
grow  a thick  beard,  which, 
coincidentally,  ranks  high  on 
the  list  of  a typical  young 
man’s  goals. 

This  is  because  the  17-year- 
old  just  finished  scoring  50 
goals  for  the  Kitchener 
Rangers  and  is  hkely  to  go  in 
the  first  round  of  this  sum- 
mer’s NHL  entry  draft. 

Pretty  good  for  a skinny  kid 
from  Markham,  but  he  won’t 
let  it  distract  him  from  the 
current  task  at  hand,  winning 
an  OHL  championship. 

“I’m  pretty  excited  but  at 
the  same  time  it  is  not  my 
number  1 focus  so  I try  to  put 
it  in  the  back  of  my  head  until 
the  playoffs  are  over,”  said  a 
deceptively  boisterous 

Skinner  standing  in  the  bow- 
els of  the  Kitchener  Memorial 
Auditorium  after  an  optional 
practice. 

He  is  deceptively  boisterous 
because  Skinner  can  come 
across  as  shy  when  being 
interviewed  on  TV,  hut  when 
alone  with  his  teammates  at 
practice,  his  voice  echoes 
through  the  empty  arena  and 
can  be  heard  through  the  cin- 
derblock  walls  of  the  Ranger’s 
dressing  room. 

Going  in  the  first  round  of 
an  entry  draft  won’t  be  a 
new  experience  for  Skinner, 
just  slightly  different  than 
when  he  was  selected  first  by 
the  Rangers  in  2008  after 
tearing  up  the  Greater 
Toronto  Hockey  League  with 
the  Toronto  Young 
Nationals. 

In  his  first  season  with  the 
Rangers,  Skinner  immediate- 
ly made  an  impact  scoring  51 
points  in  63  games  as  a 16- 
year-old  playing  with  men  as 
old  as  20.  He  opened  the  eyes 
of  hockey  fans  and  scouts 
alike  being  able  to  compete  so 
well  with  players  who  were 
obviously  more  physically 
mature. 

It  is  an  experience  he 
expects  he  will  one  day  have 
to  excel  at  again. 

“I  just  have  to  work  hard  in 
the  summers  to  get  my  speed 
and  strength  up  so  I can  play 
with  men,”  Skinner  said. 

Right  now  he  is  just  enjoy- 
ing his  first  OHL  postseason 


after  missing  the  playoffs  last 
year.  He  was  a big  piece  of  the 
Ranger’s  success  all  season 
and  will  have  to  be  again  if 
they  expect  to  make  any 
noise. 

“It  is  my  first  playoffs  so  I 
am  really  excited.  It  has  been 
a lot  of  fun  so  far,”  said 
Skinner. 

It  seemed  like  he  was  hav- 
ing fun  during  the  hour  and  a 
half-long  optional  skate 
between  first  round  playoff 
games.  He  spent  time  trying 
out  new  goal  celebrations,  los- 
ing horribly  in  a mock  fight 
and  trying  to  fit  a puck 
through  a media  camera  hole 
in  the  arena’s  Plexiglass. 

He  couldn’t  do  it,  but  not  for 
lack  of  trying. 

“There  is  about  this  much 
room,”  Skinner  said,  holding 
up  his  first  two  fingers.  “I’ve 
never  seen  it  done  but  I’m 
sure  it  has.” 

Skinner  couldn’t  put  the 
puck  through  the  camera 
hole,  but  he  hasn’t  had  any 
problems  putting  it  in  the  net. 
His  50  goals  this  season  were 
the  most  scored  by  a Ranger 
in  23  years. 

Even  more  remarkable  is  the 
fact  he  keeps  up  his  grades 
despite  attending  afternoon 
optional  skates  and  going  on 
midweek  trips  to  places  like 
Saginaw,  Mich.  Skinner  was 
an  academic  player  of  the 
month  for  the  Midwest 
Division  in  November. 

“It  is  sometimes  tough  to 
balance,  but  it  is  all  part  of 
being  an  athlete.  It  is  not 
impossible  and  guys  have 
done  it  before.  It  is  fun  going 
to  high  school,”  he  said. 

Skinner,  a Toronto  Maple 
Leaf  fan  growing  up,  tries  to 
keep  his  mind  in  the 
moment,  but  a roomful  of 
excited  teammates  doesn’t 
make  that  easy.  He  said  the 
guys  on  the  team  keep  him 
posted  on  his  projected  draft 
positioning  and  information 
like  that  becomes  common 
knowledge  in  the  small  hock- 
ey world. 

“You  try  not  to  think  about 
it  because  you  can’t  control 
where  someone  puts  you  in  a 
mock  draft.  All  you  can  con- 
trol is  how  hard  you  play 
every  night,”  said  Skinner. 

He  is  also  pretty  slick  when 
controlling  a puck  as  he 
moves  in  on  the  goaltender 
during  a one-on-one  shootout 
drill  at  the  end  of  practice.  He 
loses  the  puck  just  as  he 
reaches  the  crease  but  then 
casually  lifts  the  disk  into  the 
top  shelf. 


road  to  the  pros 


PHOTOS  BY  GREG  COWAN 

Kitchener  Rangers’  cornerstones  John  Moore,  left,  and  Jeff  Skinner  talk  things  over  during  a practice 
between  playoff  games.  Both  players  are  hoping  to  win  an  OHL  championship  before  making  the 
jump  to  the  National  Hockey  League. 


So  that’s  how  you  score  50 
goals,  well,  that  mixed  with  a 
little  hard  work. 

“Some  guys  have  a set  of 
skills  they  were  born  with  but 
you  also  have  to  work  hard 
and  compete  every  night  so 
you  can  keep  getting  better,” 
Skinner  said. 

He  seems  to  have  it  pretty 
well  figured  out  for  a high 
school  senior  even  if  he  can 
come  across  as  a httle  shy 
during  intermission  inter- 
views on  Rogers  TV. 

The  pesky  performer  may  be 
back  in  a Rangers  uniform 
next  season  if  he  doesn’t 
make  the  incredible  leap  to 
the  NHL  as  an  18-year-old,  a 
transition  normally  reserved 
for  superstars  and  physical 
freaks.  If  that’s  the  case,  you 
won’t  see  too  many  upset  fans 
in  this  area. 

“This  community  is  100  per 
cent  behind  the  team.  It  is 
probably  one  of  the  best  cities 
to  play  OHL  hockey  in,”  said 
Skinner.  “They  support  the 
team  every  night,  support, 
that  is  the  only  word  I can 
think  of.  Realizing  how 
important  the  team  is  to  the 
city  has  really  made  my  OHL 
career  more  enjoyable.” 

“Fun,”  “excited”  and  “enjoy- 
able,” are  some  of  the  words 
you  would  probably  expect  to 
hear  over  and  over  in  a con- 
versation with  a kid  on  the 
cusp  of  a lucrative  profession- 
al hockey  contract. 

“Hopefully  I will  be  playing 
hockey  for  a living.  That  is  my 
goal  right  now.” 


Skinner  doesn’t  fare  well  in  a mock  fight  with  one  of  his  team- 
mates during  practice. 
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Conestoga  students  competed  in  the  first  ever  Road  Hockey  Rumble  tournament  March  24 
paced  game  between  Channel  4 News  Team  and  the  Blazers. 


at  the  Waterloo  campus.  With  fellow  students 


PHOTOS  BY  FREEMAN  CARTER 

watching,  the  finals  were  a fast- 


liarn  up  the  competition 


By  FREEMAN  CARTER 


It  was  as  though  Mother 
Nature  herself  wanted  to  see 
the  road  hockey  tournament 
happen. 

With  perfect  weather,  a 
bright  sun  with  a brisk 
breeze,  10  teams  turned  out 
for  Road  Hockey  Rumble  at 
Conestoga  College’s  Waterloo 
campus. 

Organized  by  event  man- 
agement students  Amanda 
Zufich,  Mandy  McGill  and 
Nicole  MacLean  as  part  of  a 
class  project  for  their  applied 
operations  and  team  project 
class.  Road  Hockey  Rumble 
also  helped  raise  money, 
which  will  be  put  toward 
their  class  trip. 

“We  thought  of  the  idea 
because  there  aren’t  a lot  of 
events  at  the  Waterloo  cam- 
pus,” said  Zufich.  'We  wanted 
to  give  the  students  a fun 
event  that  didn’t  cost  a lot  of 
money.” 

Set  up  as  a winner-moves- 


From  left  to  right,  Nicole 
MacLean,  Mandy  McGill  and 
Amanda  Zufich,  the  creators 
and  organizers  of  Road  Hockey 
Rumble,  pose  for  a photo. 


on,  loser-goes-home  tourna- 
ment, the  10  teams  of  four 
guys  played  hard  for  each  and 
every  one  of  their  eight - 
minute  games.  While  the 
main  reason  to  win  was  brag- 
ging rights,  the  winners  also 
received  an  autographed  col- 
lector’s photo  of  Bob  McGiU,  a 
former  NHL  defenceman. 

Even  after  a team  was  elim- 
inated, they  could  still  stick 
around  to  watch  the  rest  of 
the  games,  or  partake  in  a 
skills  competition  for  a signed 
hockey  stick  from  Jeff  O’Neill, 
a former  Toronto  Maple  Leaf. 

A section  of  the  parking  lot 
was  blocked  off  so  the  players 
could  play,  and  cause  the 
least  amount  of  damage, 
although  there  was  the  occa- 
sional ball  into  the  Sonny’s 
Drive-In  parking  lot,  or  onto 
Weber  Street,  as  well  as  a 
broken  picnic  bench  due  to  a 
poorly  timed,  yet  comical 
fence-jump. 

The  Renotech  Grinders,  who 
fell  short  in  a close  game  and 


failed  to  make  it  to  the  cham- 
pionship game,  managed  to 
win  best  costumes,  for  their 

homemade  jerseys-  The 

Grinders  were  also  represent- 
ed in  the  skills  competition  by 
Zack  HoUe,  aka  J ROC,  who 
finished  in  first  place. 

The  finals  featured  the 
Blazers  taking  on  Channel  4 
News  Team.  Fast-paced 
action  from  both  teams  made 
for  an  exciting  game,  but 
Channel  4 News  Team  just 
couldn’t  catch  a break.  It 
seemed  Uke  any  shot  thrown 
on  net  by  the  Blazers  found 
its  way  past  the  goal  line. 
Even  with  a last-ditch  effort, 
Channel  4 News  Team  fell 
short,  and  lost  to  Kyle  Miller, 
Shane  Schedler,  Jake 
Balsdon  and  James  Balsdon. 

Overall,  it  was  a good  way 
for  Waterloo  campus  students 
to  spend  an  hour  during  the 
day. 

“We  hope  that  this  wUl  be 
the  first  of  many  more  to 
come,”  Zufich  said. 


The  Blazers,  left  to  right,  Shane  Schedler,  Jake  Balsdon,  James 
Balsdon  and  Kyle  Miller,  show  off  their  autographed  collector’s 
photo  of  Bob  McGill,  after  winning  the  championship  game. 
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By  NICOLE  HANNUSCH 

Upon  descending  the  stairs 
of  Maxwell’s  Music  House  the 
day  after  St.  Paddy’s,  I squint 
to  let  my  eyes  adjust  to  the 
dim  lighting  as  I scan  the 
room  for  a band  I thought  I 
was  already  late  for. 

I don’t  have  to  look  for  long, 
as  before  I’ve  had  time  to 
order  a drink  I can  hear 
Saigon  Hookers  frontman 
Tommy  Smokes  approach. 

“I  am  so  hung  over,”  he  says, 
which  I take  as  hello,  before 
he  heads  to  the  bar  to  grab  a 
beer. 

The  Saigon  Hookers,  who 
formed  in  2005,  are  an  amp- 
splitting, jager-pounding  rock 
and  roll  quartet  from 
Kitchener.  The  band  features 
Tommy  Smokes  on  guitar  and 
vocals,  Ron  “Streetknife” 
Cybulskie  on  guitar  and  back- 
ing vocals.  Carmine  A. 
Romano  on  bass  and  backing 
vocals  and  Tommy  Guns  on 
drums. 

The  band  is  currently  wrap- 
ping things  up  in  the  studio 


and  putting  the  final  touches 
on  their  new  album.  Truth, 
No  Reason.  The  new  album 
follows  their  2008  EP  Kings 
of  Regret  and  2005’s  Hello 
Rock  and  Roll. 


I think  it’s  good,  i think  it’s 
really  cool.  We  have  some 
people  playing  with  us  that 
are  really  good  at  what 
they’re  doing.  We’ve  spent 
a lot  of  time  on  It. 

- Tommy  Smokes 

Cybulskie,  who  has 
exchanged  his  drumsticks  for 
a guitar  pick  and  a micro- 
phone since  the  last  album, 
says  that  the  new  offering  is  a 
musical  step  forward. 

“We’re  playing  to  our  abili- 
ties instead  of  just  playing. 
We  actually  spend  time  writ- 


ing the  songs,  and  we’re 
spending  time  in  the  studio 
listening  to  them  and  making 
sure  they’re  what  we  want  to 
hear,  which  is  different  than, 
‘Shit!  We’ve  got  a thousand 
dollars  and  a day  in  the  stu- 
dio; let’s  do  as  much  as  we 
>» 

can. 

The  new  songs  are  inspired 
by  a much  more  diverse  range 
of  genres,  including  blues, 
and  will  feature  a slower  side 
of  the  Saigon  Hookers  that 
has  not  been  heard  on  previ- 
ous recordings. 

“I  think  on  the  last  album, 
the  beats  per  minute  are  like, 
180  to  200,”  said  frontman 
Tommy  Smokes. 

“This  one’s  like,  I did  my 
heartbreak  song  at  138  bpm, 
we  said  we  didn’t  like  it,  then 
put  it  down  to  127,  really 
slow.” 

The  band  has  opted  to 
return  to  the  standard  format 
of  a CD  for  the  new  album,  as 
opposed  to  the  download 
cards  from  iTunes  that  Kings 
of  Regret  was  released  on. 

“Download  cards,  we’re 


The  Saigon  Hookers'  new  album  features  guest  appearances  by  several  musicians,  including  Shawn 
Keiierman,  Patrick  Finch  of  The  Stars  Here,  and  MarySe,  among  others. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Monday,  April  5, 2010 


^Thcit's  a huge  tht\^  for  this 
c^lhuvu,  th^it  wgVe  M\JtY  hflr- 
ntoi^lzed  It's 

beeiA-  three,  (guitar, 
bflss,  drums, 
th«t's  It.  Now, 
havti/ig  a druiM.- 
i^er  that's  lA^ust- 
ofllLy  a drumyuer^ 
aiA.d  two  0ucltflr 
pt^^yers,  aiA^  three  sliA.0ers, 
Instead  of  belw0  a slice  of 
bread  we're  a loaf  of  bread, 
instead  of  a beer  we're  a case 
of  beer,  with  shots,  and  then 
yout  0et  laid  after,  beoaucse 
It's  that  0ood.'' 


probably  not  going  to  do 
again,”  said  Cybulskie. 

“It’s  a good  idea,  but  it  did- 
n’t really  work.  We’ve  got  like 
2,500  download  cards  that 
nobody  cares  about,  sitting  at 
home  that  we  can’t  GIVE 
away.  Every  time  we  take 
those  songs  and  burn  them  to 
a CD  people  buy  them.  The 
download  card  — people  don’t 
know  what  to  do  with  them. 
‘What  am  I supposed?  Is  this 
like  a gift  card,  do  I take  this 
to  La  Senza  and  buy  under- 
wear with  it?  Like,  what  the 
hell?”’  he  said,  laughing. 

“We’re  going  to  do  disc,  we 
really  want  to  do  vinyl,”  he 
added. 

“We’ve  been  talking  about 
vinyl  for  the  last  two  or  three, 
we’ve  gotta  do  it  this  time.  It’s 
not  a money-maker;  it’s  just 
something  to  have.  We’ve  got 
to  do  vinyl.  Vinyl  is  cool,  we 
have  to  do  vinyl.  That’s  the 


way  it  is.” 

The  new  album  should  be 
available  before  the  summer 
heat  hits. 

“I’d  love  to  have  it  done  in  a 
month,”  said  Cybulskie. 

“Two  months  is  more  realis- 
tic, three  months,  probably 
when  it’s  actually  going  to 
happen.” 

Three  months  is  more  than 
enough  time  for  fans  of  the 
brash  rock  & roll  band  to 
build  up  their  anticipation. 
Morning  radio  show  personal- 
ity Andy  Garnett  from 
Waterloo  station  100.3  Sound 
FM  is  one  of  many  looking 
forward  to  giving  the  new 
album  a spin. 

“After  promoting  for  the 
show  at  Maxwell’s  and  watch- 
ing the  video  for  Stray  Dogs,  I 
was  really  impressed  and  am 
looking  forward  to  hearing 
what  the  next  album  sounds 
like,”  he  said. 


Truth,  No  Reason  is  the  third  release  from  the  Saigon  Hookers,  fol- 
lowing 2008’s  Kings  of  Regret  and  2005’s  Hello,  Rock  & Roll. 

We’re  playing  to  our  abilities  instead  of  just  playing.  We 
actually  spend  time  writing  the  songs,  and  we’re  spend- 
ing time  in  the  studio  listening  to  them  and  making  sure 
they’re  what  we  want  to  hear,  which  is  different  than, 
‘Shit!  We’ve  got  a thousand  dollars  and  a day  in  the  stu- 
dio, let’s  do  as  much  as  we  can.’ 

- Ron  “Streetknife”  Cybulskie 

The  Saigon  Hookers  just  wrapped  up  a mini-tour  with  Toronto  band 
Lion  Ride.  Upcoming  shows  for  the  Hookers  inciude  a show  at  The 
515  in  Cambridge  on  Aprii  24,  The  Hardball  in  Miiton  on  May  1, 
and  the  Bovine  Sex  Ciub  in  Toronto  on  May  28. 
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AFTER  THE  SHOW: 

SPOKE  talks  to  Tommy 
Smokes  and  Streetknife 

of  the  Saigon  Hookers 

SPOKE:  Tell  us  about  the 
new  album. 

Smokes:  I think  it's  really 
cool.  Instead  of  Hello  Rock  & 
Roll  or  even  Kings  of  Regret, 
playing  just  one  type  of  music 
straight  out,  we  sort  of  just 
decided  to  play  whatever  we 
wanted  to.  I love  blues,  so 
there’s  a blues  song  on  it,  I 
had  my  heart  broken,  so 
there’s  a heartbreak  song  on 
it,  all  acoustic,  and  instead  of 
writing  lyrics  about  stupid 
things,  they’re  actually  mean- 
ingful, to  me,  at  least.  There 
are  some  political  statements, 
there  are  some  sad  stories. 
Streetknife:  We’re  totally 
prog  now.  We’re  Genesis. 
We’re  Fish! 

Smokes:  I think  it’s  good,  I 
think  it’s  really  cool.  We  have 
some  people  playing  with  us 
that  are  really  good  at  what 
they’re  doing.  We’ve  spent  a 
lot  of  time  on  it.  Joe’s  so  good 
at  mixing;  he’s  got  two 
Grammys  on  the  wall  from 
mixing  other  albums. 
Grammys  is  pretty  much  as 
high  as  you  can  get,  and  he 
has  two.  And  he’s  been  riding 
me  like  a f*cking  donkey  the 
whole  recording.  I’ve  been 
going  in  to  do  vocals,  and  he 
goes,  ‘Yeah,  you  know,  that’s 
sort  of  good,  but...’  and  we’d 
be  at  like  one  song  for  two 
hours.  ‘I  like  it;  I can  see 
where  you’re  going  with  this. 
We’ll  do  this  again  tomorrow.’ 
Streetknife:  I have  a song 
that  I wrote  myself,  years 
ago,  that’s  been  kicking 
around  in  the  back  of 
nowhere  forever,  and  we 
started  playing  it  and  said, 
‘Yeah,  we  should  put  this  on 
the  album.’  We  recorded  it, 
and  it  was  done,  sort  of,  the 
rhythm  tracks  were  there  but 
it  wasn’t  quite  there,  so  I went 
in  to  do  some  leads  and  har- 
monies and  stuff  that  had 
been  in  my  head  but  that  I 
had  never  heard  and  never 
actually  played,  and  I was 
recording,  and  I recorded  a 
part,  and  then  recorded  a 
second  part  over  that  first 
part,  and  recorded  a harmony 
to  myself,  smiling,  saying  “Oh 
man,  this  sounds  so  good.’’ 
Smokes:  That’s  a huge  thing 
for  this  album,  that  we’ve 
never  harmonized  anything, 
it’s  been  three.  Guitar,  bass, 
drums,  that’s  it.  Now,  having 
a drummer  that’s  musically  a 
drummer,  and  two  guitar  play- 
ers, and  three  singers, 
instead  of  being  a slice  of 
bread  we're  a loaf  of  bread. 
SPOKE:  A sandwich? 
Streetknife:  With  meat! 
Smokes:  Instead  of  a beer 
we’re  a case  of  beer,  with 
shots,  and  then  you  get  laid 
after,  because  it’s  that  good. 


Page  10  ♦SPOKE 


NEWS 


Monday,  April  5, 2010 


A GLIMPSE  AT  THE  NEW  F-WING 


PHOTO  BY  MITCH  MUIR 


This  is  the  proposed  look  of  the  new  F-wing  project.  The  wing  will  be  three  storeys  and  will  have  the 
largest  simulation  lab  in  the  world,  coming  in  at  70,000  square  feet. 


EARTH  HOUR  energizing 


PHOTO  BY  MICHELLE  SOMMER 

On  March  27,  millions  of  people  around  the  world  took  time  and 
energy,  literally,  to  celebrate  Earth  Hour.  According  to  MSN  Travel, 
Ontario  alone  saved  enough  energy  to  power  the  city  of  Brampton. 


Complete  your  bachelor’s  degree 
Davenport  University. 


Davenport  University  has  developed  degree  connpletion  partnerships 
you  to  transfer  credits  toward  a bacheior’s  or  master’s  degree. 


that  allow 


Due  to  generous  transfer  credits,  many  graduates  with  a three  year  dipioma 
can  compiete  a bacheior’s  degree  with  as  few  as  10  Davenport  ciasses. 


Benefits  of  an  oniine  degree: 

• NO  VISAS  Earn  your  degree  completely  online. 

• 24/7  AVAILABILITY  Take  classes  any  time,  work  around  scheduled  commitments. 

• AFFORDABLE  Scholarships  or  partnership  tuition  rates  are  available. 


www.davenport.edu/capartners 

1-800-203-5323  partnerships;.a)davenport.edu 


TRANSFERRING  CAN  BE  EASY. 


W.A.  LETnNGAr  CfMKJS  IN, GRAND  pAPlIJS,  1^*! 


BUSINESS  I TECHNOLOGY  I HEALTH 

www.davenport.edu 
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Getting  a kick  out  of  tae  kwan  moo 
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•Tournament  held  on  campus 
for  the  34th  straight  year 


By  PAUL  IRVINE 

The  Tae  Kwan  Moo  Do  tour- 
nament pitted  axe  kick 
against  armoured  chest,  and 
narrowly  averted  fist  against 
face  (well,  most  of  the  time). 
It  was  held  on  March  27  in 
the  Conestoga  College  rec 
centre. 

The  tournament,  which 
showcases  traditional  Korean 
hand  and  foot  fighting,  had 
several  competitions  for  dif- 
ferent age  brackets.  From 
demonstrations  of  different 
stylized  and  formal  sets  of 
movement  called  patterns,  to 
demonstrations  of  ability 
such  as  breaking  blocks  of 
wood  or  concrete  blocks,  there 
was  always  something  to  see. 

Of  course,  we  cannot  forget 
the  sparring.  It  was  fast, 
exciting  and  had  the  occasion- 
al accident,  an  almost 
unavoidable  circumstance  of 
moving  so  fast  and  so  close  to 
your  opponent. 

The  tournament  has  been 
going  on  at  Conestoga  College 
for  the  last  34  years,  and  is 
put  on  by  Chung  Oh’s  School 
of  Tae  Kwan  Do. 

“Aside  from  the  physical 
aspect,  it  allows  me  to  focus 
and  meditate  over  life’s  trou- 
bles,” said  Adam  Liscio,  23,  a 
senior  third  degree  black  belt. 


When  he  speaks,  it  is  with  a 
deep,  calm  voice  that  makes  it 
clear  he’s  seen  his  share. 

“From  teaching,  I learn  to 
understand  people  better, 
from  their  interactions.  It  put 
me  on  a better  path.” 


Aside  from  the  physical 
aspect,  it  allows  me  to 
focus  and  meditate  over 
life’s  troubles. 

- Adam  Liscio 


9f 


Grand  Master  Chung  Oh 
was  distant  at  first,  but  began 
to  warm  up  as  the  day  wore 
on.  At  first  sitting  behind  a 
long  table  at  the  back  of  the 
room,  he  began  to  roam  and 
watch  his  students  compete, 
occasionally  barking  military- 
like orders  to  the  judges 
about  matters  of  etiquette 
and  style. 

For  their  part,  they 
responded  in  a similar  fash- 
ion, standing  at  attention  and 
saying,  ‘Yes,  sir!’ 

This  show  of  respect  wasn’t 
surprising,  considering  tae 
kwan  do’s  history  as  a mili- 
tary martial  art. 


Top  right:  Kim  MacKinnon  strikes  at  Art  Vermette  during  the  senior 
black  belt  self-defence  demonstration  near  the  beginning  of  the 
Tae  Kwon  Moo  Do  tournament  on  March  28. 

Right:  Kevin  Theodosiou,  23,  stands  with  his  favourite  student. 
Josh,  5.  Theodosiou  is  a mechanical  systems  engineering  student 
at  Conestoga  College,  where  the  tournament  was  held. 

PHOTOS  BY  PAUL  IRVINE 


RRST  F-WING 
PHASE 

ALMOST  COMPLETE 

The  earthmoving  phase  Is 
nearly  complete  on  the  F-wIng 
project.  The  crews  began  work- 
ing on  refilling  the  tracks  creat- 
ed by  the  equipment  heading  to 
the  dirt  pile. 

^ PHOTO  BY  MITCH  MUIR 
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college  pro 

PAINTERS 


SUMMER 

JOBS 


COLLEGE  PRO  PAINTERS 
is  presently  looking  for  responsible  / hard- 
working University  or  College 
students  for: 


Full-Time  Painting  Positions 
May  - August 
No  experience  required, 
we  will  train  you  to  paint. 

Positions  available  in  your  area. 

If  interested  call  1-888-277-9787 
or  apply  online  at  www.colleaepro.com 
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Remember  Me 
unforgettable 


By  MICHELLE  SOMMER 

I have  to  admit  I was  skep- 
tical. First  off,  the  theatre 
held  25  females  and  at  the 
first  sign  of  Robert  Pattinson 
in  Remember  Me,  I could 
have  sworn  I heard  httle  oohs 
and  aahs. 

So,  along  with  two  dozen 
Twi-Hard  fans,  I settled  into 
a chair  in  the  theatre  for  what 
I assumed  was  going  to  be  a 
long,  sappy  love  story  with 
Pattinson  playing  the  dark 
hero. 

But  my  lazy  position  in  the 
theatre  seat  didn’t  last  long. 
The  movie  opened  with  a dra- 
matic scene  of  a mother  and 
her  httle  girl  waiting  for  the 
subway,  followed  by  the 
mother  being  murdered  in 
front  of  her  child. 


It  was  definitely  not  the 
kind  of  romantic  drama  I’d 
been  expecting,  seeing  as  it 
had  an  equal  amount  of 
drama  and  romance. 

The  plot  of  this  movie  was 
incredible;  detailed  and  very 
thorough.  And  I had  to  admit 
that  the  actors  did  an  amaz- 
ing job.  Pattinson,  although 
he  kept  his  signature  messy 
hair  and  somewhat  edgy 
character,  did  a good  job  of 
staying  away  from  his 
Edward  character  in  the 
Twihght  films. 

He  was  far  from  perfect  in 
the  film,  unlike  his  previous 
vampire  character.  He 
smoked,  he  drank  and  he  had 
one  night  stands;  of  course, 
that  all  changes  when  Ally 


Movie^R/£Y.iew 


Craig  comes  into  his  life,  or 
when  he  came  into  hers 
rather. 

Besides  dealing  with  the 
consequences  of  his  bad-boy 
character  and  falhng  in  love 
with  AUy,  Pattinson,  or  Tyler 
as  his  name  is  in  the  film, 
also  deals  with  family  mat- 
ters, including  the  death  of 
his  brother  six  years  prior 
and  a separation  between  his 
father  and  his  sister. 

Ally,  played  by  Emilie  de 
Ravin,  was  a witty  21-year- 
old  and  the  same  little  girl 
who  had  witnessed  her  moth- 
er’s death  10  years  earlier. 
She  did  an  impressive  job  of 
combining  her  portrayal  as 
the  innocent  daughter  of  a 
police  officer  and  the  some- 
what cocky  girl  falling  in  love 
with  the  bad  boy. 

Ruby  Jerins,  who  played  the 
adorable  little  sister  of 
Pattinson,  was  a good  addi- 
tion to  the  film;  she  added 
some  much  needed  simphcity 
and  charm. 

The  only  thing  that  was 
mildly  annoying  was  the  two 
make-out  scenes  that  sprang 
out  of  nowhere,  but  that’s 
only  to  be  expected  in  a 
romantic  film. 

What  made  this  movie  so 
memorable  for  me  was  the 
ending;  a total  shock  and  sur- 
prise. For  the  sake  of  those 
who  still  plan  on  watching  this 
film,  rU  refrain  from  saying 
whether  it  was  good  or  bad. 
But  I will  say  there  were  a 
couple  of  gasps  in  the  theatre. 

I give  Remember  Me  four 
out  of  five  stars,  mainly  for 
the  significant  impression  it 
left  on  me  and  for  its  ability  to 
nearly  bring  me  to  tears, 
something  that  rarely  occurs 
during  movies. 
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EASY  AS  PIE  AND  JUST  as  tasty 


PHOTO  BY  SARAH  MACINTOSH 

Tyler  Belan,  left,  a first-year  business  accounting  student,  and  Vance  Taibossigai,  a second-year  diet 
tech  student,  keep  their  hands  behind  their  backs  as  they  stuff  their  faces  during  a pie-eating  contest 
at  Conestoga  Residence  on  March  25. 


PHOTO  BY  SARAH  MACINTOSH 

Tasha  Roberts,  a first-year  business  management  student,  got  a friend  to  hold  her  hair  back  as  she 
tried  to  win  the  pie-eating  contest. 
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Watch  out  for  online  scammers 


Anyone  who  uses  the 
Internet  is  at  risk  of  online 
fraud. 

Millions  of  Canadians  use 
the  Internet  every  day  to 
check  the  news  and  socialize 
with  others,  and  while  that  is 
happening,  fraudsters  are 
looking  for  new  ways  to  per- 
form online  scams. 

Online  fraud  costs  the  econ- 
omy millions  of  dollars  every 
year. 

David  Agotesku,  at 
Conestoga’s  IT  Service  Desk, 
provided  information  on  what 


students  should  do  if  they 
experience  an  online  scam. 

If  any  type  of  fraud  occurs, 
change  any  passwords  associ- 
ated with  the  card  or  any 
websites. 

“Call  and  cancel  whatever 
card  is  affected  by  it,”  said 
Agotesku.  “And  report  it  to 
your  bank  because  they  usu- 
ally have  a protection  plan  for 
people.” 

Fraudsters  victimize 

Canadians  by  stealing  money. 

They  do  this  through  job 
scams,  where  they  frequently 
ask  you  to  send  a cheque  in 
order  to  pay  for  resources  to 


work  from  home.  There  are 
also  health  scams  which 
promise  to  cure  illnesses  such 
as  cancer. 

Business  or  investment 
opportunities  are  another 
type  of  scam  as  are  supply  ad 
merchandise  scams,  which 
mostly  involve  buying  prod- 
ucts on  the  Internet  but  the 
products  are  never  sent. 

Identity  theft  is  common 
and  occurs  when  someone 
tricks  you  into  giving  them 
your  personal  information. 

“I  hear  about  it  a lot,  it’s 
actually  happened  within  my 
family,”  said  Jess  Howard,  a 


first-year  marketing  student. 

“I  have  random  people  add 
me  on  Facebook  that  are  from 
weird  places  with  no  mutual 
friends  but  I ignore  them. 

“I’m  careful  about  what 
information  I provide  online 
to  avoid  the  chances  of  online 
scams.” 

Canadians  are  reminded  to 
be  on  the  alert  for  fraud.  The 
RCMP’s  website,  www.rcmp- 
grc.gc.ca/scams- 
fraudes/index-eng.htm,  lists 
the  various  scams  and  frauds 
and  who  to  report  them  to. 

There  are  some  tips  to  help 
you  protect  yourself  against 


fraudsters  and  online  scams. 
First  of  all,  never  provide 
information  about  your  bank 
account  or  credit  card  via 
email,  telephone  or  fax  unless 
you  have  performed  a back- 
ground check. 

Remember  that  if  an  offer  is 
legal  they  can  wait  a few  days 
for  a response,  so  if  an  offer 
involves  sending  money  get 
independent  advice. 

Also,  be  careful  if  you 
receive  a cheque  and  are 
asked  to  return  an  “overpay- 
ment” portion  using  a money 
transfer  company  as  the 
cheque  may  be  a scam. 


BUILDING  RESPECT  one  leaf  at  a time 


PHOTO  BY  LISA  BUCHER 


Jane  Freiburger,  left  to  right,  Janice  Charnock  and  Laura  Elliot  had 
a smile  booth  during  the  Respect  Campaign's  Smile  Day  March 
30.  Passersby  could  help  build  a tree  of  respect. 


Don’t  Ignore  common  courtesy 


My  friend  Janine  is  a serv- 
er at  a large  restaurant.  A 
little  while  back  we  had 
brunch  together  and  she  was 
quite  surprised  at  how  polite 
I was  to  our  server.  She  was 
surprised  by  the  fact  that  I 
used  the  word  please.  Yes,  I 
used  it  twice  as  I ordered. 

She  told  me  how  the  majority 
of  her  customers  disregard 
the  terms  please  and  thank 
you. 

I can  understand  certain 
manners  lapsing  when  resid- 
ing with  students,  away  from 
home. 

Belching  is  no  longer 
hushed  under  a napkin,  but 
is  done  as  loudly  as  possible. 

My  issue  is  with  just  gener- 
al rudeness. 

One  example  is  the  lack  of 
courtesy  when  people  don’t 


hold  the  door  open. 

It  does  not  require  a great 
deal  of  effort  nor  is  it  a major 
loss  of  time.  If  you  are  walk- 
ing through  a door,  hold  the 
door  open  for  the  person 
directly  behind  you.  If  he  or 
she  isn’t  particularly  close  to 
the  door  you  can  let  it  go. 

And  no,  holding  a door  open 
for  someone  does  not  make 
you  a doorman.  It  makes  you 
a polite  person. 

Maybe  I am  different  from 
most  people  but  I was  raised 


to  treat  others  as  I want  to 
be  treated. 

When  I am  in  a restaurant 
or  at  a store  and  an  employ- 
ee greets  me,  I don’t  ignore 
the  greeting  and  bark  an 
order  at  them,  I return  the 
greeting.  How  would  you  feel 
if  you  were  constantly  greet- 
ed as  “hey  you?” 

Finally,  when  you  are 
moving  through  a crowd 
quickly  and  have  to  squeeze 
by  some  people,  that  is 
excusable  if  you  say  excuse 
me  or  pardon  me  in  a sin- 
cere manner.  If  you  bark 
the  phrase,  excuse  me,  that 
defies  the  entire  purpose  of 
the  phrase. 

A few  common  pleasantries 
will  brighten  other  people’s 
days,  and  could  just  make 
your  day  better  as  well. 


BACK  INDOORS 


robotics  student,  runs  on  a rec 


centre  treadmill.  With  the 
weather  cooling  down  this 
week  after  a weekend  of  sun- 
shine, students  will  have  to 
move  back  indoors  to  exercise. 


The  Learning  Commons  would  like  to  thank  all  Peer  Helpers  for  their  hard  work  and  dedication: 
Tutors,  Conversation  Partners,  Learning  Group  Leaders, 

Computer  Assistants,  iCans,  Peer  Educators  and  Bridge  Volunteers 
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Libra 

September  23 
October  22 


You  and  some  friends  will 
be  hanging  out  in  a hot  tub. 
When  you  wake  up  in  the 
morning  you  will  find  that 
you  are  in  the  year  2050. 


You  will  find  out  that  your 
tongue  is  attempting  to 
split  into  a forked  version. 
This  is  a reaction  to  being 
bitten  by  a snake. 


Scorpio 

October  23  - 
November  21 


On  Friday  you  will  wake 
up  to  find  that  you  have 
grown  a moustache  similar 
to  one  sported  by  Lemmy 
from  Motorhead. 


Gemini 

May  21  - June  21 


On  Sunday  you  will  wake 
up  to  find  that  you  have 
grown  an  extra  finger  on 
each  hand  but  no  longer 
have  pinky  toes  on  your  feet. 


On  Thursday  morning  you 
will  realize  that  the  city 
wants  to  put  a bus  station  in 
your  home.  You  will  appease 
the  city  planner  by  giving 
him  some  blackberry  jam. 


Sagittarius 

November  22  - 


November  22  ■ 
December  21 


You  will  learn  that  some- 
one with  whom  you  reside 
has  developed  the  nasty 
habit  of  sleep  walking  out- 
side. Good  luck. 


Cancer 

June  22  - July  22 

Capricorn 

fa  December  22  - 

January  19 

When  you  wake  up  on 
Wednesday  morning  you  will 
be  surprised  to  find  that  a 
tuhp  is  growing  out  of  your 
navel. 


This  week  you  will  begin 
working  on  a dictionary 
that  translates  Austrahan 
to  English.  Here  is  a tip;  a 
billabong  is  a small  body  of 
stagnant  water. 


July  23  - August 

Aquarius 

January  20  - 
. February  18 

On  Monday  you  will  wake 
up  to  find  that  you  are  now 
talking  exactly  like  Kermit 
the  frog.  A pig  with  blond 
hair  will  chase  you  around. 


This  weekend  you  will 
decide  that  you  want  to 
race  in  Red  Bull  Crashed 
Ice.  Good  luck.  Hopefully 
you  have  the  knees  and 
speed  for  this  undertaking. 


Virgo 

August  23  - 
September  22 


Pisces 

February  19 
March  20 


On  Saturday  you  will  wake 
up  to  find  two  plumbers  at 
your  front  door.  They  will  be 
wearing  red  and  green  over- 
alls and  attempt  to  enter 
your  drain. 


On  Sunday  you  will  begin 
a new  career  as  a carica- 
ture artist.  Remember  that 
while  there  is  supposed  to 
be  some  humour  it  cannot 
be  mean. 


Nick  Dasko  is  a second-year 
journalism  student  who  makes  these 
up  for  your  amusement. 


It  was  a sweet  weekend  in  Elmira 


BY  JUSTINE  REIST 

The  hustle  and  bustle  of 
children  running  to  reach  for 
their  favourite  red  candy 
apple,  parents  purchasing 
tantalizing  maple  treats  and 
the  sound  of  horse  hooves  hit- 
ting the  pavement  are  all 
what  make  the  Elmira  Maple 
Syrup  Festival  such  an 
attraction  to  those  who 
attend. 

The  weather  was  co-opera- 
tive on  March  27  as  thou- 
sands of  syrup  lovers  crowded 
the  streets  to  experience  all 
the  festival  had  to  offer. 

“I  have  been  bringing  my 
kids  here  since  they  were  at 
least  a year,”  said  Christine 
Malloy,  a Kitchener  resident. 
“It’s  a great  way  to  spend  a 
day  and  the  way  the  communi- 
ty pulls  together  is  just  great.” 


The  main  street  was 
crowded  with  local  food 
venders  and  shops  selling 
everything  from  knitted 
sweaters  and  wooden  signs 
to  delicious  homemade  fudge 
and  the  highly  sought  after 
apple  fritters.  Clowns,  pup- 
pet shows  and  balloon  magi- 
cians lined  the  streets  ready 
to  delight  the  kids  with  their 
tricks. 

“The  Mad  Hatter  was  my 
favourite,”  said  Alex  Haus,  an 
eight-year-old  student  from 
Guelph.  “He  made  me  a dog 
out  of  a big  long  blue  balloon. 
It  was  neat!  I want  him  to 
teach  me  how  he  did  it.” 

The  event  is  locally  run 
and  most  of  the  maple  syrup 
comes  straight  from  the 
sugar  bush  located  in 
Elmira.  Bush  tours  were  one 
of  the  events  offered  that 


drew  a crowd,  along  with  the 
highly  anticipate 

MegaMutts  show. 

The  MegaMutts  leaped 
through  hoops,  danced  and 
played  musical  chairs  as  the 
audience  cheered  them  on. 
Some  audience  members  even 
got  a chance  to  share  some 
kisses  with  the  dogs  after  the 
show. 

“This  is  the  first  time  I have 
ever  brought  my  kids  here,” 
said  Lynn  Roberts,  a 
Cambridge  resident.  “They 
enjoyed  it  so  much,  although  I 
think  the  dog  cuddling  and 
ridiculous  amount  of  sugar 
they  were  allowed  to  consume 
was  their  favourite.” 

The  annual  event  is  always 
in  need  of  volunteers  and 
venders.  For  information  on 
the  festival,  visit  www.elmi- 
ramaplesyrup.com 


PHOTO  BY  JUSTINE  REIST 


Lucy,  one  of  the  MegaMutts,  wiggled  in  excitement  and  gave  kiss- 
es to  everyone  who  came  to  meet  her  after  the  agility  show  she 
and  the  other  dogs  participated  in  at  the  festival. 


PHOTO  BY  JUSTINE  REIST 


The  Mad  Hatter  drew  a crowd 
of  children  as  he  dazzled  them 
with  baiioon  animais. 


PHOTO  BY  JUSTINE  REIST 

Contestants  at  the  Elmira  Maple  Syrup  Festival  take  the  opportunity  to  saw  a log  in  half  with  the  help 
of  the  Elmira  Venture  Scouts.  It  attracted  both  young  and  old. 
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